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Hazard Warnings 
Recognition, Respect and Responsibility  
 

The laboratory is a hazardous place to work. Walk through any laboratory door and you 
will be confronted with a wide array of chemicals, biologics, and instrumentation. Nearly 
every common laboratory technique, practice, or procedure carries some risk of 
exposure.  Even the simple task of washing dishes in a laboratory sink poses safety 
hazards that can result in serious injury.  
 
In this issue of PolySeed Technical Report, we wish to remind you of the very real 
dangers involved in working with or around hazardous materials.  There are inherent 
risks associated with working in chemical-rich environments and it is extremely 
important to RECOGNIZE that you are working under special circumstances, RESPECT 
the power of the chemicals that surround you and take RESPONSIBILITY for your own 
safety by knowing where and why potential hazards exist.                 
 

So how much do you know? 
 

Take a look at the chart on the next page, do you know which hazard each symbol 
represents?  Do you know the definition of each hazard category?  Do you know which 
chemicals in your laboratory are hazardous?  Do you understand why those chemicals 
have been classified as such?   
 
 
How did you do?  Do you feel confident in your knowledge or could you stand to learn 
more?  Either way, the tasks that lie ahead should be clear.  If you don't know your stuff, 
learn it.  If you do know your stuff, teach it.  By taking responsibility for ourselves and by 
concerning ourselves with the health and safety of those around us, we all do our part in 
achieving a safe, productive workplace.                                                                           
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